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st
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Journal’ (item No. 14).  
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Books published before 1800 

1. Bonner, James. A New Plan for speedily increasing the number of bee-hives in Scotland; and which 

may be extended with equal success, to England, Ireland, America, or to any other part of the world 

capable of producing flowers. 1st. Ed. Pub. J. Moir, Edinburgh. 1795  pp.[iv], xx, 256. 8vo. Hardback. Half-

title, last two pages of index and advertisement provided as loosely inserted facsimiles. Contents in thor. vg. to 

fine condition. Original marbled boards in vg. condition, showing some wear commensurate with age, with 

sympathetic more recent, spine in fine condition. Bookplate of David Smith (long-term IBRA Secretary and 

author) loosely inserted. Harding 151. Was £250.00.   [54654]  £200.00 

‘Bonner who was Bee-Master at Auchencrow, near Berwick-on-Tweed, was the most able and the best known of Scottish bee-

men’ (Harding 151). 
 

2. Bonner, James. A New Plan for speedily increasing the number of bee-hives in Scotland; and which 

may be extended with equal success, to England, Ireland, America, or to any other part of the world 

capable of producing flowers. 1st. Ed. Pub. J. Moir, Edinburgh. 1795  pp.[iv], xx, 258, with half-title, title-

page, plus advertisement and errata leaf at end. 8vo. Hardback. Contents in fine condition. Handsomely bound in 

original full-leather boards, tree-calf design with gilt decoration, lightly rubbed, o/w. in thor. vg. condition. More 

recently re-backed in leather, incorporating the original spine label, fine condition. Harding 151.    [56542] 

 £525.00 

‘Bonner who was Bee-Master at Auchencrow, near Berwick-on-Tweed, was the most able and the best known of Scottish bee-

men’ (Harding 151). 
 

3. Butler, Rev. Charles.  The Feminine Monarchie [Monarchy] or The Historie of Bees. Showing their 

admirable Nature, and Properties, their Generation, and Colonies, their Government, Loyalty, Art, 

Industry, Enemies, Warres, Magnanimitie, etc. Facsimile. Pub. NBB. 1985  Unpaginated. A lovely facsimile 

of this monumental work. A new hdbk.    [48322]  £30.00 

Originally published in 1609 and running to four editions, this is a facsimile of the second edition of 1623, preferred since it 

contains the madrigal which attempted to describe the piping of a queen bee at swarming time. ‘This is the greatest early 

British bee book and contains the best account of Skep beekeeping which is available today. Butler (1571-1647) was one of the 

many clergymen who wrote about bees.’ Harding, 18.   
 

4. Butler, Rev. Charles. (& Owen, John (Ed.)). The Feminine Monarchie or The History of Bees. Showing 

their admirable nature and properties, their generation and colonies, their government, loyalty, art, 

industry, enemies, wars, magnanimitie, together with the right ordering of them from time to time: And 

the sweet profit arising thereof. Facs. Ed. Pub. Northern Bee Books. 2017  pp.iv, 140 with b/w. photo. and 

illus. 8vo. A new softback.    [52275]  £16.50 

This is the first new edition of ‘The Feminine Monarchie’ to be published for over 300 years. It contains a new introduction, as 

well as annotations and a glossary of the more obscure words used by Butler. The spelling and grammar have been 

modernised throughout. This edition has been prepared from the 1623 edition, which includes Butler’s famous ‘Bees 

Madrigal’. 
 

5. Chomel, Noel. A Dissertation on Bees.  Fac. Pub. Elmwood. 1982  pp.8. 4to. A nr. fine softback. Scarce.    

[54596]  £12.50 

This dissertation by Noel Chomel (1632-1712) first appeared in the ‘Dictionaire oeconomique’ published in Paris in 1709. 

This extract is based on the English edition which had been revised by Richard Bradley (1688-1732) and published in Dublin 

in 1727. The content is very charming, talking about honey bees and beekeeping. Chomel talks about hives being led by a king. 
 

6. Keys, John.  The Antient [Ancient] Bee-Master’s Farewell. Or, full and plain directions for the 

management of bees to the greatest advantage; disclosing further improvements of the hives, boxes, and 

other instruments, to facilitate the operations; especially that of separating double and treble hives or 

boxes, with certainty and safety, without injuring the bees.....interspersed with new but important 

observations. 1st. Ed. Pub. Robinson, London. 1796  pp.xvi, 273 with plate two [of two] present. Contents fine 

with the exception of an old stain mark to the bottom right corner of the half-title and the plate, which also has 

some foxing to the margins. More recently rebound in full calf leather binding with raised bands and gilt lettering 

on spine in fine condition. With neat signature of a previous owner to ffep. Was £300.00    [46829]  £275.00 

John Keys was a Welsh Bee-keeper and indeed wrote this work from Bee-Hall near Pembroke. 
 

7. Keys, John.  The Practical Bee-Master.  In which will be shewn how to manage bees either in straw 

hives or in boxes, without destroying them, and with more ease, safety and profit, than by any method 

hitherto made public.  1st. Ed. Rep. Pub. for the author, London. [1780]  pp.xii, 390 with one fold-out plate plus 

1 leaf of advertisement, errata and postscript. 8vo. Hardback. Contents leaf bound after title page. Signature 

excised from front top corner of title page and following leaf (text not effected), o/w. contents in fine condition. 

Neat signature of 'Wm. Challis, Trafalgar, 1845' to ffep. Contemporary half-leather binding with marbled boards, 



 

showing some wear to leather at top of front hinge, all in vg. condition. Harding 135. Was £350.00    [55397] 

 £325.00 

This copy contains a more detailed errata and a postscript, thereby making the contents more comprehensive. 
 

8. Mills, John. An Essay on the Management of Bees. Wherein is shown the method of rearing those useful 

insects; and that the practice of saving their lives when their honey and wax are taken from them was 

known to the antients and is, in itself, simple and easily executed. 1st. Ed. Pub. for J. Johnson and B. 

Davenport. 1766  pp.x, [2], 157 with 2 pages of publisher's adverts. 8vo. Hardback. Original illus. frontis. and 

fold-out plate removed, facsimiles of which are loosely inserted. Contents in nr. fine condition. More recently, 

professionally rebound in quarter-calf over marbled boards, with replacement end-papers, all in fine condition. 

Scarce. Harding 116. Was £395.00.   [54653]  £350.00 
 

9. Thorley, Rev. John. An Enquiry into the Nature, Order and Government of Bees. Those instructive and 

useful insects. With a new, easy and effectual method to preserve them, not only in Colonies, but 

common Hives. 4th. Ed. Pub. Johnson, London. 1774  pp.illus frontis., x, 158 with one further engraved plate. 

8vo. Hardback. Contents near fine condition. Two neat, early ownership inscriptions (one dated 1787) and 

bookplate of David Smith (long-term IBRA Secretary and author) loosely inserted. The plates in this edition are 

especially charming. Bound in handsome original full-calf leather (tree-calf style), showing some wear along spine 

and to fore-edges, o/w. vg. and still very firm internally. Marbled end-papers. (Harding 97). Was £465.00.   

[54001]  £425.00 

Thorley’s secret was the puffball narcotic, which he used when uniting colonies; its use was mentioned in 1597 by John Gerard 

and had long been practised in the Netherlands. Of English writers, Thorley was the first to mention having found wax scales 

in the pockets of worker bees. 
 

10. Warder, Joseph. The True Amazons. or, The Monarchy of Bees. 6th. Ed. Pub. London, Pemberton. 1726  

pp.xxiv, 112. Small 8vo. Hardback. Frontis., removed. Contents nr. fine. Original, decorated full-calf boards 

(leather worn in places) with more recent spine, overall good to vg. With the signature of H.J. Wadey (highly 

respected Beekeeper, Author and Bee Craft Editor) to ffep. A pleasing copy. Was £125.00.   [55393]  £100.00 

In this edition a letter was added ‘from the author concerning a late treatise upon the subject of bees’ (Harding 74). 
 

11. Warder, Joseph. The True Amazons: Or, the Monarchy of Bees. Being a new Discovery and 

Improvement of those wonderful creatures. Rep. Pub. Gale ECCO. c. 2010  pp.[xv],120. Royal 8vo. A fine 

softback. Harding 74.    [54614]  £10.00 

A copy (enlarged) of the third edition printed in 1716  from a copy held by the British Library.  
 

12. White, Stephen. Collateral Bee-Boxes: Or, a New, Easy and Advantageous method of managing Bees. 
Fac. Pub. Unknown. c.1980  pp.[ii], ix, [i], 47 with one plate. 8vo. Softback. Fine condition. A very pleasing 

facsimile. Was £40.00.    [53982]  £35.00 

Rev. Stephen White was Rector of Holton, Suffolk.  He was keen not to destroy or disturb bees wherever possible and he first 

wrote ‘Collateral bee-boxes’ in 1756. Interestingly in 1781, W. Dyer and then Thomas Nutt in 1832 each described a similar 

system, each claiming complete originality for it. (Harding 109). This is a faithful facsimile of the Rev. White’s ‘3rd, Improved’ 

edition of 1764.  
 

13. Wildman, Thomas. A Treatise on the Management of Bees 1770. Wherein is contained the natural 

history of those insects. Fac. Ed. Pub. Kingsmead Reprints. 1970  pp.311, [7], 16 with 3 fold-out plates. 8vo. A 

fine hardback in fine dw.    [58397]  £20.00 

A facsimile reprint of the second edition, originally published in 1770. Wildman was quite a showman and achieved fame 

through trick performances with bees, including the wearing of a bee beard.  He understood the nature and behaviour of bees 

and this treatise 'shows culture and an unusual knowledge of continental beekeeping' (Harding 119). 
 

 

Books published between 1801 & 1900 
 

14. Abbott, Charles Nash (et al). The British Bee Journal and Bee-Keeper’s Advisor.  Volumes 1 to 58 

(incl.). 1st. Ed. Pub. British Bee Journal. 1873-1930  Fifty-eight volume run. 8vo/large 8vo. Hardbacks. Bindings 

mostly original cloth with some exceptions. Nine weekly parts not present in Vol. 56.  Contents in vg. to fine 

condition throughout. Bindings in vg. to nr. fine condition - hinges a little tender in three volumes. A very useable 

set. Such large runs rarely become available. Was £2,750.00.   [55359]  £2,500.00 

A fascinating and very useful insight into the practices and the state of beekeeping from the mid-Victorian period, through the 

turn of the Century, the First World War and on to the early 1930s. 
 

15. [Chylinski, Dobrogost]. The Bee-Keeper. The Bee-Keeper’s Manual. Pub. Houlston & Stoneman.  c.1850  

pp.[vi], 75 with illus. frontis., 3 additional plates, and 4 pages of adverts. 16mo. Softback. Complete but disbound. 

Some marking to contents incl. tape residue. Original decorated cloth covers with fabric lifting on the corners and 

some marking to back cover. Scarce. Harding 251. Was £120.00.   [54651]  £100.00 



 

'The book recommends the use of a large Polish upright hive' (Harding). 
 

16. Cook. A.J.  Manual of The Apiary.  4th. Rev. Enl. Ed. Pub. Thomas G. Newman. 1879  pp.viii, 302, [8] with 

colour frontis., b/w., illus., plus 12 pages of adverts. 8vo. Hardback. Contents nr. fine. Original decorated cloth 

boards in nr. fine condition.    [57544]  £100.00 
 

17. Eddy, Henry. Eddy on Bee-Culture and the Protective Beehive. A Guide to a Successful and Profitable 

Method of Bee-Culture. Rep. Pub. Kessinger. c. 2010  pp.x, [ii], 54. 8vo. A fine softback.    [54589]  £20.00 

A reproduction of the 1854 edition of this work.  
 

18. Huish, Robert. A Treatise on the Nature, Economy, and Practical Management of Bees. in which the 

various systems of the British and Foreign Apiarians are examined. 1st. Ed. Pub. Baldwin, Craddock and 

Joy. 1815  pp.xxiii, [i], 414 with 6 plates (one fold-out). 8vo. Hardback. Some foxing to contents which are 

otherwise in very good condition. With signature of John Standly to ffep. More recently, handsomely rebound in 

period style green cloth over green paper covered boards, all in fine condition. (Harding 176). Was £190.00.   

[53995]  £175.00 
 

19. Isaac, J.  The General Apiarian.  Wherein a simple, humane and advantageous method of obtaining the 

produce of bees without destroying them, is pointed out in a series of letters to a friend.  Fac. Ltd. Ed. 

Pub. BBNO.  2013  pp.128 plus 1 plate. 8vo. Hardback. A new copy handsomely bound in green boards with gilt 

lettering and illustrations of bees. A very pleasing facsimile of the now very scarce 2nd Edition (1803). Copy no. 

23 of 50. Was £80.00.    [45974]  £70.00 

“Isaac was Secretary to the Western Apiary Society, founded in 1799, to whom this book is inscribed. Both eds. [first and 

second] show a skep on the title page, and have a plate showing a bee house. The 1803 ed. has a description of the hive 

invented by Mr. James Roberts of Crediton, Devon, and an illustration of it on p.113” (Harding 156).  
 

20. Langstroth, L.L. Langstroth on the Hive and the Honey-Bee. A Beekeepers Manual. Rep. Ed. Pub. Root. 

1977  pp.xvi, 378 with 18 b/w.  plates at rear of text. Small 8vo. Minor speckling to top of text block, o/w. a fine 

hardback in decorated brown cloth boards.    [58391]  £22.50 

This is a reprint of Langstroth’s classic work ‘The Hive and the Honey-Bee’ published in 1853. 
 

21. Milton, John. The Practical Bee-Keeper. or, concise and plain instructions  for the management of Bees 

and Hives. 1st. Ed. Pub. John Parker. 1843  pp.viii, 147,[i], 4 page publisher's catalogue. Illustrated frontis. and 

title-page, with further illus. in text.  Small 8vo. Stiff softback. Internal hinges a little tender. Contents thor. vg. 

Original covers in good condition. Scarce. Harding 248.     [58385]  £95.00 

'Milton sold hives and honey at his Apiarian Repository, 175, Strand. He gives an interesting account of several foreign 

honeys. When Cotton went to New Zealand he appears to have left some notes with Milton, who used them in the 1843 edition 

of The Practical Bee-Keeper. There was probably a row when Cotton returned, as the notes were omitted from the 1851 

edition. Perhaps the row was partly caused by Milton's reference on p. 137 to 'the direful effects of the use of the fungus puff 

ball'. Harding. 
 

22. Pettigrew, A. The Handy Book of Bees. Being a Practical Treatise on their Profitable Management. 1st. 

Ed. Pub. Blackwood and Sons. 1870  pp.xii, 193 with b/w. illus., in text plus 24 pages of publisher’s catalogues. 

Small 8vo. Hardback. Very minor foxing, o/w., contents fine. Original green cloth boards with gilt decoration, 

spine professionally relaid, all in fine condition.    [57530]  £70.00 
 

23. White, William. A Complete Guide to the Mystery and Management of Bees.  Ltd. Ed. Fac. Rep. Pub. 

NBB. 1977  pp.viii, [2], 14-75.  Small 8vo. Fine hardback, handsomely bound in green cloth with blind tooling and 

gilt decoration to front board, signed internally by the binder. Facsimile of the 1852 edition. Out-of-series copy 

from a limited edition of 250 copies.     [58387]  £50.00 

This fascinating work by William White was first published in 1771. Just over 80 years later in 1852, another edition was 

published to which was added the seven page ‘A practical monthly bee calendar’ by James Beesley of Banbury.  
 

24. White, William. A Complete Guide to the Mystery and Management of Bees.  Ltd. Ed. Fac. Rep. Pub. 

NBB. 1977  pp.viii, 2 leaves, 14-75.  Small 8vo. A fine hardback, hand-bound in half-leather over maroon cloth 

boards with gilt decoration and signed by the binder. Facsimile of the 1852 edition. No. 65 of a limited edition of 

250.    [58393]  £100.00 

This fascinating work by William White was first published in 1771.  Just over 80 years later in 1852, another edition was 

published to which was added the seven page ‘A practical monthly bee calendar’ by James Beesley of Banbury.  
 

 

Books published between 1901 & 1999 
 

25. Adam, Brother.  In Search of the Best Strains of Bees.   1st. Ed. Pub. Walmar Verlag.  1968  pp.128 with 

b/w. photographs. 8vo. Nr. fine softback.    [57835]  £35.00 



 

A rich source of information for every beekeeper interested in bee breeding, and a fascinating account of the travels of this 

very highly thought of bee breeder. 
 

26. Alford, D.V. Bumblebees.  1st. Ed. Pub. Davis-Poynter. 1975  pp.xii, 352 with colour and b/w. photos., and 

illus. 4to. Neat signature to front pastedown. Fine hardback in fine dw. Scarce. Four Royal Mail stamps of the buff 

tailed bumble bee neatly adhered to title page, and a number of bumblebee related articles and leaflets loosely 

inserted.     [58416]  £90.00 

The much preferred hardback first edition with colour and b/w. plates which were omitted from the later reprint. 
 

27. Bailey, L.  Honey Bee Pathology.   1st. Ed. Pub. Academic Press.  1981  pp.viii, 124 with b/w. photos and text 

figs. 8vo. Small address label of J.W. and D.M. Cowan to front cover. Thor. vg. hardback with gently sunned 

spine. Dedication by the author to ffep.  Scarce. Sought after.    [58389]  £50.00 

Separated into ten chapters being; The Honey Bee; Viruses; Bacteria; Fungi; Protozoa; Parasitic Mites; Insect and Nematode 

Parasites; Disorders of Uncertain Origin and Non-infectious Diseases and The Treatment of Bee Diseases.  
 

28. Berthold, R. Beeswax Crafting.  1st. Ed. Pub. Wicwas Press. 1993  pp.xiv, 125 with b/w. photos. 8vo. Minor 

speckling to top of text block, o/w., a fine hardback.    [57837]  £18.00 

Considers what beeswax is, how to process it and the use of beeswax in cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, in art, beeswax flowers, its 

uses around the home and in candles. 
 

29. Betts, Annie D. The Diseases of Bees: Their Signs, Causes and Treatment. 2nd. Ed. Pub. By the author. 

1951  pp.69 with b/w. photos. and illus. Tall 8vo. Thor. vg. softback.    [58410]  £12.00 
 

30. Coggshall, William L. & Morse, Roger A. Beeswax. Production. Harvesting. Processing. Products.  1st. Ed. 

Pub. Wicwas Press.  1984  pp.192 with b/w. photos. and illus. 8vo. A new softback.     [57308]  £30.00 

Recommended. This classic title deals with production, harvesting, processing and the end products of beeswax. 
 

31. Cowan, T.W. The Queen Bee (Apis Mellifica). A popular illustrated record of British bee life, with 

dissectible model embracing both external and internal parts. 1st. Ed. Pub. The British Bee Journal [1910]  

pp.16 with many b/w. illus. and a colour “dissectible model” (using coloured overlays). 4to. Minor foxing, o/w., 

contents thor. vg. The model is still in superb condition. Original illus. hardcovers in good condition. Text block 

partially separated from binding. Undated article (circa 1970s) by Harald Esch entitled “The Evolution of Bee 

Language” loosely inserted. Scarce. Harding 449.    [58380]  £50.00 

Detailed anatomical drawings sit alongside a “....dissectible model embracing both External and Internal Parts. Reproduced 

in natural colours on super-imposed plates, with explanatory notes.”  
 

32. Crane, Eva. Bees and Beekeeping. Science, Practice and World Resources. 1st. Ed. Pub. Cornell Uni. 

Press. 1990  pp.xvii, 614 with b/w. photos., and figs., throughout. Small 4to. Minor speckling to top-edge of text 

block, o/w. a fine hardback in fine dw. Scarce.    [57790]  £265.00 

Dr. Eva Crane was Director of the IBRA for over 30 years and was uniquely qualified to write this important work explaining 

the scientific principles underlying effective beekeeping and their practical application in different climates and conditions.  
 

33. Crane, Eva. A Book of Honey.  1st. Ed. Pub. Oxford Uni. Press. 1980  pp.193 with b/w. illus. 8vo.  Previous 

owner’s name neatly inked out on ffep, o/w. a fine hardback in nr. fine dw.    [56253]  £95.00 

Recommended. 
 

34. Dartington, Robin. New Beekeeping in a Long Deep Hive.  1st. Ed. Pub. Robin Dartington. 1985  pp.iv, 38, 

with b/w. photos., and  illus. 8vo. Fine softback.     [58408]  £35.00 
 

35. de Bruyn, Clive. Practical Beekeeping.  1st. Ed. Pub. Crowood Press. 1997  pp.288 with colour and b/w. 

photos. Large 8vo. Fine hardback in fine dw., very gently sunned on spine. Signed by author to half-title. Highly 

recommended.    [57813]  £20.00 

In this book the author touches on everything a beekeeper needs to know. Starting with a study of bees and their natural 

history, he goes on to look at the effects of weather, the plants bees require, hives and frames. The qualities required in the 

beekeeper are then examined, along with colony management, record keeping and swarm control. 
 

36. Digges, Rev. J.G.  The Irish Bee Guide. A Manual of Modern Bee-Keeping. 1st. Ed. Pub. Irish Bee Journal. 

[c.1904]  pp.viii, 220 with b/w. photos., and illus., plus 20 pages of adverts. Small 8vo. Softback. Contents fine. 

Spine professionally renewed. Original decorated covers thor. vg. (Harding 428). Scarce. A very pleasing copy.    

[57505]  £75.00 
 

37. Foster, A.M. Bee Boles and Bee Houses. Shire Album 204. 1st. Ed. Pub. Shire Publications Ltd. 1988  pp.32 

with b/w. photos and illus. 8vo. Fine softback. Review copy sent to Dr. William Linnard from Shire with a copy of 

his review loosely inserted.     [58620]  £9.00 
 



 

38. Fraser, H.M. Beekeeping in Antiquity.  1st. Ed. Pub. University of London. 1931  pp.xi, 157 with 8 plates. 

Small 8vo. Hardback. Very light foxing to ends, o/w. contents fine. Original green cloth boards in thor. vg. 

condition, lightly rubbed at spine ends. Signature of H. Malcolm Fraser to ffep. Scarce. Harding 633.    [56134] 

 £80.00 

A systematic account of beekeeping from pre-classical days with a brief history of the practice in the Middle Ages. 
 

39. Grout, Roy A. (Ed.). The Hive and The Honey Bee.  Rev. Ed. Pub. Dadant & Sons. 1949  pp.xviii, 652 with 

b/w. photos. and illus., throughout. Large 8vo. Nr. fine hardback.    [57823]  £22.50 

Described as ‘A new book on beekeeping to succeed the book ‘Langstroth on the Hive and the Honeybee’.’ 
 

40. Harding, Joan P. (et al). British Bee Books. A bibliography 1500-1976. 1st. Ed. Pub. International Bee 

Research Association. 1979  pp.270 with b/w. illus. 8vo. Nr. fine hardback in vg. dw., carefully repaired  on spine 

with acid free tape     [57540]  £10.00 

An excellent reference work. Very useful when collating or checking the history of British Bee Books published between 1500 

& 1976. Short biographical information and illustrations for some of the works adds interest. 
 

41. Heinrich, B.  Bumblebee Economics.   1st. Ed. 2nd. Prt. Pub. Harvard Uni. Press.  1979  pp.viii, 245 with b/w. 

photos, text figs. and 1 plate of colour illus. of Bumblebees. 8vo. Minor spotting to top of text block, o/w. a fine 

hardback in thor. vg. dw.      [58381]  £30.00 

An introduction to insect and plant ecology, this book focuses on one of nature’s most adaptive creatures - the bumblebee. The 

author discusses their management of energy resources including the physiology, behaviour and ecoogical interaction.  
 

42. Herrod-Hempsall, W. The Bee-Keeper’s Guide. To The Management of Bees in Movable Comb Hives, 

Illustrated.  5th. Ed. Pub. British Bee Journal.  1942  pp.xi, 169 with b/w. photos., and illus., plus 8 pages of 

adverts. Small 8vo. Signature to verso of title page and occasional neat, informed annotations in margin. VG. plus 

softback.    [58400]  £5.50 
 

43. Herrod-Hempsall, W. Bee-Keeping. New and Old. Described with pen and camera. 1st. Ed. Pub. British Bee 

Journal. 1930-37  Two volume set with photos., and illus., throughout. Large 8vo. Hardbacks. Name and blind 

stamp to ffep of Vol. 1. Cords show some stretching in Vol. 1. One or two internal repairs to Vol. 2. Contents thor. 

vg. to nr. fine. Original decorated green cloth boards in vg. plus condition. (Harding 658).     [58378]  £225.00 

Volume two is particularly hard to find and this work is still very much sought after for its content. A seven year gap in 

publication between the two volumes is the reason that the cloth used to bind the work is a different shade of green. 
 

44. Hodges, Dorothy. The Pollen Loads of the Honey Bee. A guide to their identification by colour and 

form. 1st. Ed. Facs. Rep. Pub. Bee Research Association. 1974  pp.51, 14 with 30 plates of pollen drawings, index 

of plants and colour charts for pollen identification. 8vo. Name to front pastedown. Some very minor foxing o/w., 

a fine hardback in nr. fine dw. Some related handwritten notes loosely inserted. A very pleasing copy.    [58386] 

 £150.00 
 

45. Hodges, Dorothy. The Pollen Loads of the Honey Bee. [with] The Pollen Grain Drawings of Dorothy 

Hodges. 2nd. Ed. Facs. Rep. Pub. Bee Research Association. 1984  pp.51, 14 with 30 plates of pollen drawings, 

index of plants and colour charts for pollen identification. 8vo. Hardback. Plates no. 7 to 11 of pollen grain 

drawings neatly removed, here supplied in the accompanying  copy of  ‘The Pollen Grain Drawings of Dorothy 

Hodges’ published by IBRA (2017). A nr. fine hardback in fine dw., gently sunned on spine, with a new softback.     

[58390]  £65.00 
 

46. Howes, F.N. Plants and Beekeeping. An account of those plants, wild and cultivated, of value to the hive 

bee, and for honey production in the British Isles. 1st. Ed. 2nd. Imp. Pub. Faber & Faber. 1946  pp.224 with 

b/w. photos. 8vo. Nr. fine hardback in vg. dw. With Faber & Faber flyer for ‘Plants and Beekeeping’ and John 

Powell’s ‘The World of a Beehive’ loosely inserted.    [58404]  £22.50 

A standard work and very much recommended. The preferred edition which contains photographs. 
 

47. Hyde, H.A. & Adams, K.F.  An Atlas of Airborne Pollen Grains.  1st. Ed. Pub. Macmillan & Co.  1958  

pp.xvi, 112 with b/w. photos., throughout. Large 8vo. Nr. fine hardback in nr. fine, gently sunned dw.     [58383] 

 £45.00 

Contains descriptions and photographs of pollen from ninety two plant species. 
 

48. Johansson, T.S.K. & M.P. Some Important Operations in Bee Management.  1st. Ed. Pub. International Bee 

Research Association. 1978  pp.145. 8vo. Name to front cover and occasional informed, pencil notes in margins. 

Nr. fine softback.    [58415]  £9.50 
 

49. Linnard, W. An Episcopal Beekeeper and his Neighbour Hive.  Rep. Pub. Journal of the Merioneth Hist. 

Soc. 1987/88  pp.3. with b/w. photos.  Large 8vo. Fine softback.     [58621]  £8.00 



 

An account of a Neighbour Improved Cottage Hive once owned by the Right Reverend Watkin Herbert Williams, Bishop of 

Bangor, and now in the keeping of the Welsh Folk Museum, St Fagans.   
 

50. Linnard, William & Crane, Eva.  Owen Thomas, A Denbighshire Beekeeper and Skepmaker in the 

Eighteenth Century.  Rep. Pub. Denbighshire Hist. Soc. Transactions. 1989  pp.5-17 with b/w. illus. 8vo. Fine 

softback. Scarce.    [58622]  £20.00 

An account of Owen Thomas and the personal records he kept from as early as 1745 until just before his death in 1776, 

including details of  his skepmaking, cost of straw, yields of honey and beeswax.  
 

51. Maeterlinck, M. The Life of the Bee.  Ed. De Luxe. Pub. George Allen & Unwin. 1912  pp.356 plus 2 page 

publisher’s catalogue. Small 8vo. Neat names of two owners. Nr. fine hardback.     [58388]  £10.00 
 

52. Manley, R.O.B. Honey Farming.  1st. Ed. 2nd. Imp. Pub. Faber and Faber. 1946  pp.293 with b/w. photos. and 

illus. 8vo. Signature to ffep. VG. hardback neatly strengthened at rear internal hinge. Pre-publication literature by 

NBB for a 1985 edition of this work loosely inserted.     [58401]  £22.50 

This classic beekeeping text chronicles the personal experiences of the author with bee-farming and honey production. 
 

53. Manley, R.O.B. Honey Production in the British Isles.  2nd. Ed. 3rd. Imp. Pub. Faber and Faber. 1948  

pp.328 with b/w. photos. and illus. 8vo. Sellotape residue to end-papers, o/w. a thor. vg. hardback.    [56455] 

 £18.00 

Chronicles the personal experiences of the author with bee-farming and honey production. 
 

54. Matheson, A.  Practical Beekeeping in New Zealand.   Rev. Ed. Pub. GP Publications. 1993  pp.144 with 

b/w. photos., and illus., throughout. Large 8vo. Nr. fine softback.     [57814]  £15.00 

This book provides professional and amateur beekeepers with details on honey bee management throughout the year, advice on 

handling hive products, and information about many other beekeeping subjects.  
 

55. Michener, C.D. The Social Behavior of the Bees. A comparative study. 1st. Ed. 2nd. Prt. Pub. Belknap 

Press. 1974  pp.xii, 404 with b/w. photos. and illus. 4to. Faint foxing mainly to edges of text block, o/w. a fine 

hardback in thor.vg. dw.    [58417]  £45.00 
 

56. Moore, P.D. & Webb, J.A.  An Illustrated Guide to Pollen Analysis.   1st. Ed. Pub. Hodder and Stoughton.  

1978  pp.133 with b/w. photos., and illus. Large 8vo. Thor. vg. softback.    [58382]  £75.00 

The book clearly describes the extraction and separation of pollen grains and shows how most of these pollen types can be 

identified using a detailed key. 
 

57. Morgan, P. & Percival, M. The Rearing and Management of Bumble Bees for Students of Biology.  Rep. 

Ed. Pub. The Bee Research Assoc. 1967  pp.48-58, 100-109 with b/w. illus. 8vo. Fine softback. Related material 

loosely inserted.    [58407]  £5.00 
 

58. Morse, R. and Hooper, T. (Ed.). The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Beekeeping.  1st. Ed. Pub. Blandford Press. 

1985  pp.432 with colour and b/w. photos. and illus. 4to. Fine hardback in fine dw. Superb copy.    [55241]  £90.00 

A definitive and much sought after work. 
 

59. Morse, Roger A. Honey Bee Pests, Predators and Diseases.  1st. Ed. Pub. Cornell Uni. Press. 1978  pp.430 

with b/w. photos. 8vo. Scattered foxing to edges of text block, o/w., a thor. vg. hardback in vg. plus dw.     [57812] 

 £16.00 
 

60. Morse, Roger A. Making Mead (Honey Wine). History, recipes, methods and equipment. 1st. Ed. 3rd. Prt. 

Pub. Wicwas Press. 1980  pp.127 with b/w. photos. and illus. 8vo. Fine softback.    [57816]  £15.00 
 

61. Price, Joseph. Price on Beekeeping.  1st. Ed. Pub. Stafford, Staffordshire Beekeepers. [1949]  pp.71. 8vo. 

Signature to inside back cover. A thor. vg. softback. Scarce.    [56183]  £50.00 

Published posthumously. Joseph Price (1872 to 1947) was a highly respected beekeeper and Fellow of the Royal 

Entomological Society. This arrangement of a selection of his articles was published as a memorial to him, and is laid out in a 

week-by-week, month by month style. Very practical and fascinating. 
 

62. Ransome, H.M. The Sacred Bee. In Ancient Times and Folklore. 1st. Ed. Rep. Pub. BBNO. 1986  pp.308 

with b/w. photos and illus. 8vo. Fine hardback in fine dw.    [57834]  £40.00 

Not concerned with practical beekeeping, this book focuses on the sacredness of the bee. It considers beekeeping through the 

ages and from  around the world. We are told of the myths and superstitions connected with the Bee which are found in the 

folk-lore of many nations. 
 

63. Root, A.I. The ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture. An encyclopedia pertaining to scientific and practical 

culture of bees. 35th. Ed. Pub. A.I. Root. 1974  pp.712, xiv with b/w. photos., and illus. 8vo. A thor. vg. 

hardback.    [56458]  £20.00 



 

 

64. Ruttner, F. Breeding Techniques and Selection for Breeding of the Honeybee.  6th Ed. Pub. BIBBA. 1988  

pp.152 with figs. in text. Fine softback. Out-of-print. Scarce.    [58771]  £45.00 

This book is still very much in demand and the techniques are used around the world. Recommended. 
 

65. Ruttner, F. The Instrumental Insemination of the Queen Bee.  2nd. Rev. Ed. Pub. Apimondia. 1976  pp.123 

with b/w. photos., and illus., plus 2 fold-out figs. Large 8vo. Gently bumped on one corner o/w. a fine softback. 

Very scarce. Flyer for UHL insemination apparatus loosely inserted.     [58384]  £135.00 
 

66. Sawyer, Rex. Honey Identification.  1st. Ed. Pub. Cardiff Academic Press. 1988  pp.115 with b/w. photos. and 

illus. 8vo. Fine hardback.    [58406]  £35.00 

The plates in this hardback edition are sharper than in later reprints. 
 

67. Sawyer, Rex. Pollen Identification for Beekeepers.  1st. Ed. Pub. University College Cardiff Press. 1981  

pp.111 with b/w. photos. and illus. 8vo. Importantly, this copy has the set of the punch cards (fine condition) to go 

alongside the book. Nr. fine softback. All housed in custom made slip case in fine condition.     [57528]  £70.00 
 

68. Sawyer, Rex. Pollen Identification for Beekeepers.  1st. Ed. Pub. Uni. College Cardiff Press. 1981  pp.111 

with b/w. photos. and illus. 8vo. Occasional short marginal notes. A  thor. vg. softback.    [58409]  £30.00 

The plates are sharper in this edition. 
 

69. Seeley, T.D.  Honeybee Ecology.  A Study of Adaptation in Social Life.  1st. Ed. Pub. Princeton University 

Press.  1985  pp.x, 201 with b/w. photos., and figs. Large 8vo. Fine softback. Scarce.    [57533]  £45.00 

A much sought after work. ‘Honeybee Ecology’ presents honeybees as a model system for investigating advanced social life 

among insects from an evolutionary perspective. 
 

70. Sladen, F.W.L. The Humble-Bee. Its Life-History and How to Domesticate It. 1st. Ed. Pub. Macmillan. 

1912  pp.xiii, 283 with colour photographic plates and b/w. text figs. 8vo. Hardback. TEG. Neat signature to front 

pastedown. Contents in fine condition. Original, decorated brown cloth boards thor. vg. / nr. fine condition. 

Harding 459.    [58377]  £150.00 

This book was the first monograph on bumblebees to appear in the English language. It contains descriptions of both Bombus 

and Psithyrus, together with accounts of their life histories. This is the book which justifies F.W.L. Sladen’s role as the father of 

bumblebee research. 
 

71. Sladen, F.W.L. Queen-Rearing in England. With Notes on a Scent-Producing Organ in the Worker Bee 

and How Pollen is Collected by the Honey Bee and Bumble Bee. 2nd. Ed. Rep. Pub. Northern Bee Books. 

1982  pp.viii, 86 with b/w., frontis.,  photos. and illus. Small 8vo. Signature to half-title. A fine softback. A superb 

copy.    [58399]  £18.00 

Facsimile copy of the 2nd Edition of Sladen’s work. 
 

72. Smailes, Richard. Raise Your Own Queens. by the punched cell method. 2nd. Ed. Pub. BIBBA. 1977  pp.32 

with b/w. photos. and illus. 8vo. Nr. fine softback.    [58395]  £18.00 
 

73. Smailes, Richard. Raise Your Own Queens. by the punched cell method. 2nd. Ed. Pub. BIBBA. 1977  pp.32 

with b/w. photos. and illus. 8vo. Nr. fine softback.    [58403]  £18.00 
 

74. The British Beekeepers Association. Honeybee Anatomy.  1st. Ed. Pub. The British Beekeepers Association. 

[c.1980]  pp.3 with 8 colour, sectional, anatomic illustrated plates on clear plastic sheets. Large 8vo. Softback. 

Fine condition.    [58394]  £28.00 

A super work. Eight plates, each featuring a colour illustration and a line drawing in sectional form, supported by a key at the 

end of the work; thereby allowing a clear understanding of Honeybee anatomy. 
 

75. The Gresham Publishing Co. Structure of the Bee. Shown in Model.  1st. Ed. Pub. Gresham Publishing 

Company.  [1903]  pp.2 with with colour sectional models of queen and drone bees. Large landscape 8vo. 

Softback. Minor spotting o/w. contents fine. Original covers in vg. plus condition. Very scarce. Harding 427.    

[58379]  £50.00 

The models are in superb condition. ‘Flat cardboard cut-outs of queen and drone, with lifting flaps; the parts of the bee are 

numbered and identified’ Harding. 
 

76. Tinsley, J. Beekeeping.  1st. Ed. Pub. Aird & Coghill. 1945  pp.94 with b/w. photos and illus. 8vo. A thor. vg. 

hardback.    [58411]  £6.00 

A detailed work covering all aspects of beekeeping. ‘Written with the object of assisting the beekeeper to manage his or her 

bees in such a manner that the maximum amount of profit and pleasure may be secured’. 
 

77. Tinsley, J. Beekeeping.  2nd. Ed. Pub. E.H. Taylor. 1945  pp.116 with b/w. photos.,  and illus. 8vo. Small 

address label to ffep. Nr. fine hardback.    [58412]  £7.50 



 

A comprehensive guide to all aspects of beekeeping. 
 

78. Tonsley, Cecil C. Granulated or Crystallized Honey. A National Honey Show Publication, No.4. 1st. Ed. 

Pub. National Honey Show. c.1970  pp.4. 8vo. Fine softback.    [58414]  £4.00 
 

79. Tonsley, Cecil C. Preparation of Liquid Honey. A National Honey Show Publication, No.1. 1st. Ed. Pub. 

National Honey Show. c.1970  pp.4. 8vo. Fine softback.    [58413]  £3.50 
 

80. Von Frisch, K. The Dancing Bees. An Account of the Life and Senses of the Honey Bee. 1st. Eng. Ed. 

Rep. Pub. Readers Union. 1955  pp.xiv, 183 with b/w. photos., and illus. 8vo. Scattered foxing, mainly to first and 

last few pages and edges of text block, o/w., a nr. fine hardback.     [58398]  £22.50 

Highly recommended. Contains the first popular account of how bees give each other exact information about the direction 

and distance of a source of honey by means of ‘dances’. Further, it is an all-round account of their lives, senses, intelligence 

and behaviour. 
 

81. Walker, P. & Linnard, W. Bee Boles and Other Beekeeping Structures in Wales.  Rep. Pub. Archaeologia 

Cambrensis 1990  pp.56-72 with b/w. photos. Large 8vo. Fine softback.     [58623]  £20.00 
 

82. Wedmore, E.B. A Manual of Beekeeping. For English-speaking Bee-keepers. 2nd. Rev. Corr. Ed. Rep. Pub. 

BBNO. 1979  pp.xxiv, 389 with b/w. illus. 8vo. Signature to front pastedown. Minor foxing.  A thor. vg. 

hardback., in thor. vg. dw.      [58402]  £20.00 
 

 

New and recently published books (since 2000) 
 

83. Aslin, P.  Cleaning Beeswax and Making Polish.  1st. Ed. Pub. Trees and Bees. 2018  pp12 with colour 

photos. 8vo. A new softback.    [54437]  £5.00 

Explains how to clean raw beeswax for use in crafts such as candles, cosmetics and polish. Contains simple polish recipes. 
 

84. Aslin, P. Make your own Beeswax and Honey Skin Creams.  1st. Ed. Pub. Trees and Bees. 2018  pp.12 with 

colour photos. 8vo. A new softback.    [54439]  £5.00 

Requiring no specialist equipment, or fancy ingredients, it is quite easy to make simple, effective skin creams using beeswax 

and honey. This booklet explains how and contains several recipes.  
 

85. Aslin, P. Making Beeswax Candles.  1st. Ed. Pub. Trees and Bees. 2018  pp.12 with colour photos. 8vo. A new 

softback.    [54438]  £5.00 

Explains the basics and outlines different methods of making candles: rolled sheets; dipped; moulded; teacup and tea light 

candles.  
 

86. Basterfield, D. et al. The Healthy Hive Guide.  2nd. Ed. Pub. IBRA & NBB 2019  pp.viii, 104 with colour 

photos., throughout. 8vo. New softback.     [57356]  £16.95 

Introduces the reader to all areas of pests and  diseases and how to recognise and deal with potential problems within the hive.  
 

87. Blackiston, H. Building Beehives for Dummies.  1st. Ed. Pub. John Wiley & Sons. 2013  pp.xvi, 268 with b/w. 

photos. and illus. Small 4to. A nr. fine softback.    [58396]  £10.00 

This book provides everything you need to learn how to build some of the world's most popular hives and beekeeping 

accessories. For each design it includes a detailed materials list, step-by-step instructions, and illustrative drawings that show 

how the components all fit together. 
 

88. Caron, D. Africanized Honey Bees. In The Americas. 1st. Ed. Pub. A.I. Root. 2001  pp.x, 228 with b/w. 

photos. 8vo. Fine softback. Signed by the author.     [57829]  £42.50 

Based on extensive personal experience, this book looks at the impact of the Africanized Honey Bee all through the Americas, 

and how beekeepers have learned to deal with it when it arrives.  
 

89. Carreck, N.L. (Ed.). Varroa. Still a problem in the 21st. Century? 1st. Ed. Pub. IBRA. 2011  pp.78 with colour 

photos., and b/w., illus. Landscape 8vo. Nr. fine softback.    [57821]  £10.00 

Presents current knowledge about the biology of the mite and its interaction with viruses, discusses its chemical resistance and 

suggests solutions to enable beekeepers to live with the mite. 
 

90. Chapman, Norman. Pollen Microscopy.  2nd. Ed. Pub. CMI. 2018  pp.265 with more than 200 colour 

photographs and b/w. illus. 4to. New softback.    [56166]  £30.00 

The variety of sizes and shapes of pollen give clues as to the ingenious ways plants utilise the weather and insect behaviour to 

deliver pollen to its intended destination. This second edition shares techniques on successful microscopy accompanied by 

many more illustrations of Norman's pollen drawings and their source. 
 



 

91. Chauvin, R & Serres, P. Bees Dance.  1st. Ed. Pub. Editions du Goral. 2001  pp.44. 4to. Nr. fine hardback.     

[57859]  £9.00 

An illustrated and enjoyable insight into communication with a hive. 
 

92. Copinger, Ian. Heather Honey. An Anthology of Works. Pub. NBB. 2016  pp.123. Small 4to. Softback. New.    

[58655]  £12.95 

Heather Honey is the Queen of all honeys. To gain a good crop it is important to manage your stocks during the mid season in 

order that they are at their strongest in August. This Anthology brings together writings from all the past Great Heather Bee 

Masters – Francis Sitwell, Brother Adam, Colin Weightman & William Hamilton together with a contribution from one of the 

most successful current competitors – Peter Schollick. 
 

93. Crane, Eva. Making a Bee-line. My Journeys in Sixty Countries, 1949-2000. 1st. Ed. Pub. IBRA. 2003  

pp.viii, 327 with colour photos. Royal 8vo. A new softback.    [54423]  £12.00 

A fascinating insight into Eva Crane’s life. Eva was Director of the International Bee Research Association from 1949-83 and 

her many books on Beekeeping and honey are very highly respected world wide. 
 

94. Crane, Eva. Making a Bee-line. My Journeys in Sixty Countries, 1949-2000. 1st. Ed. Pub. IBRA. 2003  

pp.viii, 327 with colour photos. Royal 8vo. A fine softback. Signed by Eva Crane to title page.     [58727]  £75.00 

A fascinating insight into Eva Crane’s life. Eva was Director of the International Bee Research Association from 1949-83 and 

her many books on Beekeeping and honey are very highly respected world wide. 
 

95. Crane, Eva. The Rock Art of Honey Hunters.  1st. Ed. Pub. IBRA. 2001  pp.106 with numerous b/w. photos., 

and illus. 8vo. A new softback.    [54422]  £10.00 

Based on 380 rock art sites in four continents. Demonstrates how early man harvested honey from bees’ nests and how he 

visualised the structure of the nest. 
 

96. El-Labban, Mohammed. Beekeepers’ Guide for Pollen Identification of Honey.  1st. Ed. Pub. El-Labban. 

2020  pp.319 with coloured pollen images of 494 plant species. Large 8vo. Softback. New.    [58226]  £95.00 

A detailed, practical book written in a simple manner to make it understandable for beekeepers while still maintaining the 

principles and rules of pollen identification in honey. A worldwide focus. 
 

97. Else, G.R. and Edwards, M. Handbook of the Bees of the British Isles.  1st. Ed. Pub. Ray Society. 2018  Two 

volume set running to 775 pages. With colour photos, b/w. drawings, colour dist. maps and DVD-ROM. 4to. New 

hardbacks in new dws.    [58041]  £150.00 

Provides a comprehensive and authoritative account of the current state of knowledge of the British bee fauna. An invaluable 

aid to the identification of individual species. 
 

98. Free, John B. The Social Organization of Honey Bees.  Rep. Pub. Northern Bee Books. 1993  pp.[iv], 67 with 

b/w. photos. and illus. 8vo. New softback.    [58454]  £10.95 

An objective, concise and readable account of the social organisation of the honeybee colony. 
 

99. Nelson, Patricia. Variations on a Beehive.  1st. Ed. Pub. NBB 2019  pp.201 with colour photographs 

throughout. Small 4to. New softback.    [57106]  £22.00 

“Trish Nelson is to be commended on compiling this brilliant book. Whether you are happy with the type of hive and style of 

management you use, if you are trying to decide which is best suited to your particular situation and needs, or if you are just 

plain curious, this book will answer all of your questions and satisfy your inquisitiveness.” Clare Densley, Buckfast Abbey. 
 

100. O’Toole, Christopher. The Red Mason Bee: Taking the Sting Out of Bee-keeping. A practical guide to 

managing Osmia rufa as a pollinator in gardens, allotments, and orchards.  1st. Ed. Pub. Osmia. 2000  

pp.26 with colour photos. 8vo. Signature to inside front cover. A fine softback.    [58405]  £4.00 
 

101. Rosenbaum, S. Honey. From Flower to Table. 1st. Ed. Pub. Chronicle Books. 2002  pp.120 with colour 

photos., throughout. 8vo. Fine hardback in fine dw.     [57855]  £4.50 

Dips into myth, religion, science and literature to tell the story of Honey. Includes recipes and craft uses. 
 

102. Squire, D. The Bee-Kind Garden. Apian Wisdom for your Garden. 1st. Ed. Pub. Green Books. 2011  pp.95 

with illustrations. 8vo. A fine hardback in fine dw.    [58392]  £4.50 

A delightfully illustrated, jaunty book revealing plenty of information about the lives of bees, their homes, flight patterns and 

defence strategies. Discusses ways to attract bees to your garden. 
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